Death and Mourning

In what ways do people mourn the deaths of those they love?  How often do they think about their own deaths?  How are approaches to death and mourning related to religious beliefs and other characteristics such as age?  

This learning module uses the Southern Focus Poll Combined Sample, 1997 to explore these and other questions.

Open your web browser.

Go to www.thearda.com
Click on “Data Archive” in the main toolbar.

Click on the “Southern Focus Polls” link under “Local/Regional Surveys.”

Click on the name of the file.
If you find yourself lost at any point, look to the instructions on the right.

Open your web browser and go to the homepage for the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA).

The SOUTHERN FOCUS POLL COMBINED SAMPLE, 1997, which combines samples of Southerners and non-Southerners, includes questions about a variety of topics including a series of questions about death and mourning.

Find the combined Southern Focus Poll sample for 1997 and open it.

You should now see a description of the study.  Read through the description and answer the following questions.

1. What is the size of the sample (hint: look for the number of “Cases”)?

Type answer here
2.  What was the target population for this poll?

Type answer here
3.  How does this population differ from the entire population of the country?  List at least two likely differences between the two populations.

Type answer here
4.  What is the goal of the Southern Focus Poll?

You can look at the questions that were asked in the 1997 Southern Focus Poll, as well as the responses given for each question, by opening the codebook for the dataset.

Type answer here
5.  Find the question FAMDIED (variable 84).  What percentage of respondents report that a close friend or family member has died in the past year?

0.0%
6.  Find the variable RELIG (variable 18).  What percentage of respondents never attend religious services?

0.0%
Click on the “Codebook” tab.
The ARDA can also be used to perform simple analyses of the variables that are included in the datasets.  

Find variable 83, called CEMETERY, in the codebook.  Click on “Analyze Results” below the variable.  

7.  Record the percentage of respondents who report that they have not visited a cemetery in the past year.

0.0%
8.  Record the number and percentage of respondents who have visited a cemetery five or more times in the past year.

0.0%
Scroll down to variable 83 or search for “cemetery.”  

Click on “Analyze Results” below the question.

9.  Now, find the table that compares responses to this question by frequency of attendance at religious services (I-RELIGION).  Describe what the table says about the relationship between these two variables.

Type answer here
10.  Take a look at the other tables.  What relationships do you see between the frequency of visiting cemeteries and the other variables?

Type answer here
The survey also asks respondents a series of four questions about wakes and funerals.  Find this series of variables and use them to answer the questions below.

11.  List the variable number and name for each of the four variables dealing with wakes and funerals.

Type answer here
12.  Choose one of the variables you identified concerning funerals or wakes and develop a hypothesis regarding the effect of religious attendance and this question.  Write your hypothesis:

Hint: Use the Search tab to locate these variables.

Click on “Analyze Results” below the question.

Scroll down to find the religious service attendance table (RELIGON)
Type answer here
13.  Analyze the results and describe what they show.  Was your hypothesis supported?

Type answer here
14.  Describe the relationships between these other variables and the question you are looking at concerning funerals and wakes:
1) Age:  

Type answer here
2) Sex:

Type answer here
3) Race:

Type answer here
4) Educational Level:

Type answer here
15.  Summarize what you have learned concerning people’s experiences with death and mourning;

Type answer here
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