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THE ARDA


ARDA Tutorial:

Finding Information on Religious Beliefs and Behaviors

Religious preferences, behaviors, and experiences vary greatly both between and within religious denominations.  For example, while some believe in a Supreme Being, others believe in a Supreme Essence or cosmic force. Still others believe in more than one god, and others believe in none at all.

While it would be nearly impossible to ask every single American about their religious experiences and beliefs, there have been some organizations that have used careful scientific methods to select samples of Americans who come from every race, religion and background, and who represent the American public as a whole. The information collected from these surveys is entered into large, electronic data files that can be hard to read for those who are unfamiliar with them. Because of this, we have created brief, easily accessible charts, tables and statistics in the QuickStats section of the ARDA website. Website users can come here and find high-quality information on American religion without having to decipher complicated data files.

The QuickStats Section has three tabs:

1. U.S. Surveys and Classic Topics
This section provides quick summary information about a number of different aspects of religious life including religious beliefs, preferences, attitudes, and experiences. Each link takes you to a chart or table summarizing a different aspect of religious experience in the United States.

2. U.S. Denominations
This tab takes you to the U.S. Denominations section of the website, which is covered in more detail in the tutorial on exploring denominational data.

3. Search QuickStats
If you still haven’t been able to find what you’re looking for, use the search feature to search the entire ARDA website.

Below we provide you with a more in-depth guide to each of the sections mentioned above:

U.S. Surveys:

1) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com.

2) Move your mouse over “QuickStats.”

3) A drop-down menu will appear under “QuickStats.”

4)  Click on “U.S. Surveys.” (Also, feel free to examine the popular but older Classic Topics).

5) Look over the various topics related to religious life, and click on one that interests you.

6) Most links will take you to a page with a pie chart and percentages showing how people feel about different religious topics. A few of the links will show you a drop-down menu that contains more specific questions about religion.

7) Click on one of the questions, and you will be taken to a page with a pie chart and figures summarizing how people feel about that specific issue.
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W 1) Absolutaly not 140 (8.8%)
I 2) Probably not 158 (9.9%)
3) Probably 334 (209%)
150 880 W 4) Absalutely 967 (60.

PRESS ROOM

334 (20.9%)

{Resuits weighted by WEIGHT]

Notes

The Baylor Department of Sociology received a thres-year grant from the John M. Templeton Foundation, to conduct a nationally representative multi-year study of
religious valuss, pracices, and behaviors. Wave 2 of the Baylor Religion Survey was collected in 2007 and includes  deep selection of questions related to religious
behaviars, beliefs and belonging. Special topic madules examine race and religion, and persanality

‘The Association of Religion Data Archives. All Rights Reserved

foltow: B [0 share: (O SHARE/EMAIL P Related Sites | FAQ r

bore [ [ @ [ G itemet | protected iodei on Rioo% -

75tort| | [ et amaels T Quie 5] Fndin nfo o el .. | @ Cos Frefox T 8%





a. At the top of the screen will be a title describing the topic you selected. 
b. Further down are different opinions that Americans have about the topic, followed by the percent who feel each way.
c. To the left is a pie chart illustrating the information that is shown as percentages on the right.
U.S. Denominations:

The U.S. Denominations bar takes you to the U.S. Denominations Section of the ARDA website, which is described in more detail in the tutorial on exploring denominational data.

Search QuickStats:
1) If you still haven’t found what you’re looking for, the next step would be to use the ARDA’s search feature.

2) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com.

3) Move your mouse over “Quick Stats.”

4) A menu will appear under “Quick Stats.”

5) Click on “Search Quick Stats.”

6) Towards the top of the screen is the search field where you can search for information on religious beliefs and practices. (Note: this search feature returns results from the entire website, and not just from the Quick Stats section.) 

7) Once you have entered a topic that interests you, click on “Go!”
[image: image2.png]indows Internet Explorer MEIE

Data Archives | QuickStats | Search QuickStats
OO =[] s theads comfcuistasfreachudctas aprscadven:
% @uconvert ~ Pselect

i Favorkes | 5 @ suggested Sites @] Web Sice Gallry +

) Live Search £l

Jesip=35c=ABCDEFaM=508sf=QuitkStatsat=Search+Quickstatsapg:

6 The associton of Relgon Dt rchives | Quitats...| |

 Find: [ife after death Previous Next || 7 options +

e 155 Home | About the ARDA | Tools | Question Bank | Contact Us

National | US Congregational ars
! s Denominations | QuickStats | Quickists | o>

PROVIOING FR
QUALITY DATA ON RELIG

cess

Association of Religion Data Archives

Data Archive

QuickStats > Search
QuickStats > Search Results > "Bible Search QuicksStats: Gol

Search Results
e e i

@ Quickstats

Importance of the Bible
Reading sacred texts

The Lord s Praver in public schools
View of the Bible

CENTER

THE LEARNING

Didn't find what you were looking for? You can also try a search of related features.

PRESS ROOM

Copyright © The Association of Religion Data Archives. All Rights Reserved follow: B3 [0 share: [DSHARE/EHAIL B Related Sites | FAQ

Internet | Protected Mode: On L 100%

£75tart] |78 The Associationof e ) Frdng o cneefs .. | @) Close Frefox T 8%





a. After you click on “Go!”, the results of your search will appear below on the page.
b. Each result is a link to a QuickStat.
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