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Summary

The General Social Surveys (GSS) have been conductsd by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) annually
since 1972, except for the years 1979, 1981, and 1992 (a supplement was added in 1992), and biennially
beginning in 1994. The GSS are designed to be part of a program of social indicator research, replicating
questionnaire items and wording in order to facilitate time-trend studies. The 2008 GSS featured special modules
on attitudes toward science and technology, seff-employment, terrorism preparation, global economics, sports
and leisure, social inequality, sexual behaviors and religion. Items on religion covered denominational affiliation,
church attendance, religious upbringing, personal beliefs, and religious experiences.

The GSS is in transition from a replicating cross-sectional design to a design that uses rotating panels. In 2008
there were two camponents: a new 2008 cross-section with 2,023 cases and the first re-interviews (panel) with
1,536 respandents from the 2006 GSS. The 2,023 cases in the cross-section have been previously released as a
part of the 1972-2008 cumulative data. This new release includes thase 1,536 re-interviewed panel cases along
with the 2,023 cases. Please note that this is nat a cumulative file - those cases and variables not surveyed in
2008 are excluded. Also note that, although those 1,536 cases were from the 2006 sample, this release does not
include their respanses in 2006, We plan to release a data file with the previous responses in the future. This
release introduces new variables that were asked only of the panel cases of the 2008 GSS. The majority of
variables introduced are related to the 2007 International Social Survey Program (ISSP) madule on lisure time
and sports

Data File

Cases: 3,550

Variables: 898

Weight Variable: WTSS, WTSSALL, WTSSNR, WTPAN, WTNRPAN, WTCOMB, WTNRCOMB, OVERSAMP, FORMWT
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Data Collection
Date Collected: 2008

Funded By
National Science Foundation

Collection Procedures
In-person interview of approximately 90 minutes
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THE ARDA


ARDA Tutorial:

Navigating a Data File

After a survey has been conducted, the answers are often entered into a database where they can be counted, compared and analyzed. The ARDA currently houses over 500 such datasets, collected from researchers and organizations from around the world.

For each of the datasets housed on the ARDA, we have constructed frequency tables that show how individuals responded to the questions asked in the survey. The responses are further broken down by gender, age, race, and other demographic and religious variables. Finally, the data are prepared so that users of the ARDA can download it onto their own personal computers. This tutorial contains step-by-step instructions that will help you navigate these features. 

1) Summary

Every dataset housed on the ARDA is preceded by a summary file that describes how and when the data were collected, and who collected it.
2) Codebook
Each dataset is accompanied by a codebook which lists each of the questions and answers for that survey.

3) Search

The search feature allows you to search the questions and answers in each dataset for keywords and phrases.

4) Download

Most of the datasets housed on the ARDA are available for download.

5) Custom Table
This feature allows you to create custom cross-tabulations of survey items found in each dataset.

Summary

1) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com.
2) Click on “Data Archive.”

3) Select a dataset.
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a. At the beginning of each summary is an introductory paragraph that gives basic information about the survey.

b. Below the introduction are several sections that describe the size of the survey, when the survey was conducted, who funded the survey, how the questions were asked, and other information that is useful to researchers and others who wish to use the data.

Codebook
1) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com.

2) Click on “Data Archive.”

3) After selecting a data file, click on the grey tab marked, “Codebook.”

4) Scroll down to view the items in the codebook. 
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1) I don't believe in God now, and I never have. 56 16

2) I don't believe in God now, but I used to. 72 2.0

3) I believe in God now, but I didn't used to. 96 2.7

4) 1 believe in God now and I always have 1093 30,9

8) Don't know 30 0.8

9) No answer 12 0.3

ToTAL 359 1000

[ Analyze results | Add to Question Bank | View Question Bank ]

561) Do you believe in life after death? (AFTERLIF)

TOTAL %
0) Inapplicable 2194 616

1) ves, definitely 745 20.9

2) Yes, probably 279 7.8

3) No, probably not 152 43

4) No, definitely not 127 a6

8) Don't know 54 15

9) No answer 8 02 =
TOTAL 3559 100.0

[ Analyze results | Add to Question Bank | View Question Bank ]

562) Do you believe in heaven? (HEAVEN)

TOTAL %
0) Inapplicable 2194 616
1) ves, definitely 853 24.0
2) Yes, probably 276 7.8
3) No, probably not 117 33
4) No definitely not &0 2.2
&) Don't know 33 03
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a. Each item has a number, followed by a survey question and a unique variable name.

b. Below each question is a table showing the number and percentage of survey-takers who gave each answer.

c. Below the table is a blue link marked, “Analyze results.” This link will take you to a page that shows how the survey-takers’ responses differed by gender, age, and other characteristics.

d. You can add survey questions to a question bank by clicking on the blue link marked, “Add to Question Bank.” You can view the items in your question bank by clicking the link marked, “View Question Bank.”

Search
1) After locating a data file, click on the grey tab marked, “Search.”

2) This section allows you to search for questions and answers within the survey.
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search

Look for

€ Allofthe words € Any of the words € Exact phrase
@ Exact match of all words  © Exact match of any word

Type words or phrases and then dlick on the Search button
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a. Type the word or phrase you want to search for in the search field.


b. Click the button that corresponds to the type of search you would like to perform.

c. When you’re ready, click on the orange button marked, “search.”

Download

1) After locating a data file, click on the grey tab marked, “Download.”

2) This section allows you to download the survey dataset onto your own computer for analysis in SPSS and other statistical software packages.
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Please read the following statements before downloading data or software.

1. When using ARDA data in publications and presentations, the authar should acknowledge the Association of
Religion Data Archives and the original collector(s) of the data (e.q., The data were downloaded from the
Assariation of Religion Data Archives, www.TheARDA.com, and were collected by [name of principal investigator
(s)]  General Soc

« National El

2.1 acknowledge that the Association of Religion Data Archives was established to preserve data, to improve
access and increase the use of data, and to allow comparisons across data files. [ will therefore make responsible
use of all data, software and documentation abtained from the Association of Religion Data Archives.

3.1 acknowledge that the Association of Religion Data Archives, and all parties associated with the Association of
Religion Data Archives (including the principal investigators), offer the data and documentation “as is” with no
warranty and assume no legal liability or responsibiltty for the completeness, accuracy, or ussfulness of the data,
or fitness for a particular purpose.
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4. Software which can be downloaded from this site is published by and Copyright ©! , and
may not be re-distribuited or reproduced in any form without express writtsn permission of the publisher.

5. This agreement shall be gaverned by, construed and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the
Commanwealth of Pennsylvania. You further agree to submit to the jurisdiction and venue of the courts of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for any disputs relating to this Agreement.

RESOURCE CENTER

Pressing "Continue" signifies that you agree with each of the conditions stated above.

Continue | cancel
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a. Before downloading data files from the ARDA website, we first ask that users read the following statements about how the datasets should be used and cited.

b. If you agree to the above conditions, click “Continue” to go to the next page. There you will be asked to choose a format in which to download the data. To download the dataset, select the blue link that begins, “Click here…”

Custom Table

1) After locating a data file, click on the grey tab marked, “Custom Table.” 

***Not all data files have custom tables.

2) This feature allows you to create a custom table that shows you how the responses of one item relate to the responses of another item. 
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Custom Table

To create your own custom table, choose a row variable and column variable, then dlick on the Gol button,

Select Row Variable:
EVWORK: If retired, in school, keeping house, or other, did you ever work for as long as one year?

THE LEARNING
CENTER

Column Variable
EVWORK: If retired, in school, keeping house, or other, did you ever work for as long as one year?

Percentage By: [ Column 7]
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a. Click on the down arrow to open a drop-down menu containing each of the questions in the dataset. Select the question corresponding to the item you want to be displayed in the rows of your custom table.

b. Use the drop-down menu to select the item you want to be displayed in the columns of the drop-down menu.
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